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programs that will permit access not lead to distortion, and seek: place in a highly political envi; role of an evaluator is in many i one/ it should not be viewed as e Evaluators must do more than negc interest groups or respond to th< needs for information. Unless tY of autonomy, they will be useless on their services. It is criticc needs of the various interest grc understanding of audience perspec the entire shape of any study, 2 reactive mode, evaluators might w translators and bridge builders a of research, policy, and practice requires that they be adaptive to they have a unique opportunity to translating and interpreting know from one environment to the other
THE VARIETIES OF
A decade ago, social scientists c tended to concentrate on providin relative effectiveness of program; accumulated, however, it became i nore knowledge was also needed in and implementing programs. Hence evaluation has been enlarged to ii support of policy formulation and The diversity of research activit: under the general term "evaluatioi Misunderstandings, especially beti policy makers. On occasion, poli< "evaluation* to mean research of < evaluators have interpreted "evali completely different type of rese< In an effort to improve <-v^ J--process, one :hat must be endured, coped with, and responded to by tt ^valuator. In the case of evaluations that are mandated >y Congress or commissioned by the Department, the landate should include some designation of the primary tudience(s) to which the evaluation is addressed, as a (uide to the evaluators.
